Apprenticing with a Master
The Legacy of Stephen Rolfe Powell

Jane Gentry Vance
Fostering an Appreciation for Kentucky Words

The Kentucky Quilt Trail

Winter 2008

Beaded sculpture

Mary Jane A

!E,"ﬂ




TABLE OF CONTENTS

ruadar, Sberrighmen w3 1% Vi ymer Mo rol o pmel for
g sl ot

oo Bromar
Mg (Do 159 354208
Crwathvn At Dirsctor.  Brian laylor

Ry ey

AR]

Art

Craft

Travel
Entertainment

5 ACROSSKENTUCKY

FEATURED STORIES

Apprenticing with a Master
The L cy of
5!:phi?1uigl+e Powell . .. .. .. 8

Knowledge Is Priceless

Aminata Cairo’s Living Dance . . . .

Beautiful and Bewitching
Kentucky Artists Bead ......... 16

Jane Gentry Vance

Fostering an Appreciation for

Kentucky Words . . . . . . .. 20
Shear Imagination
Fleece 10 Art | 26

The Kentucky Quilt Trail .33
New Art Projects in Harlan

County: Part Il

Photography Exhibits Feature
Soutﬁgmfl(zn!ucky % 37

A Taste of France in

the Bluegrass
Edible Art ot Le Deouville 44

DEPARTMENTS

Editorial
Give Me Your Best Shot ...7
Artist Profiles

Enter the World of
Art Photographer Larry Wright a1

Arts in Education

Where I'm From
George Ella Lyon's

Powerful Prompt .29
Janice Holt Giles
Short Fiction Prize Information . . . 40

conslantly twasting and turming the biow pipe”

Lowmpalle, Y 40206

sesventy year

Prhotos of three peeces in jpeg or tiff format may be submitted 1o
brook@fameruncom by Febl 28, 2008, Artists must aho mclude a titie,
dimendgions, description of their technique and, if the prece & for sale, a price
An ertry fee of §35 should be sent 1o Flame Run ot B28 E Market 5t

Last May Abbey Foad on the River featured 60 bands performing on eight
stages. The show, which has misde Louswille its permanent home, is in its

Flame Run solicits entries for “Twist & Shont”

Flarne Flun Art Glass Studio i looking for entriss for Tt and Shout, 4 juried
art show that will run in conunction with Abbey Road on the River, a Beatles
festrval that drew 25,000 people to Loumvile last year. Awards will be grven m
vancus categonss and for best of show Flsme Run co-owner Brook Forrest
Witle Jr sod the wies for the contest came 1o him when he realized the
Beatles” song “Twist and Shout” could be about plass blowing, "Glass blowng
dbont action, motion and vitality” White said “When you blow glass, you are

Brook Forrast White, Jr., Twist & Shoul, 2006
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enticing with a Master
sien Rolfe Powe

By Brook Forrest Whire, Jr.

Sle&l}en Rolfe Powell’s passion for glass is so Frcat that he actually leads a double
life. His day job is that of an award-winning college professor whose classes are
among the most popular on campus. His not-so-secret other life is that of highly
respected and sought after glass artist who thrives on the roar of the glass furnace and
blow torches turned wide open. To achieve great success in just one of these “lives”
would be remarkable for most people. The ability to excel at both could be called
“just being Steve.”

|

Lauren Amold. Saphen Rolle Powell, and Poul Hugues; Demonstration in - Washnglon

Powell’s work has made him an internationally renowned blowpipe) and the glory hole (where the glass is kept hot
artist, and he is widely considered one of the 1op glass enough 1o work), there was only one small blowtorch used
artists in the world. But perhaps his most defining moment to heat the pattern and the mold. As his work grew in size,
oceurred in 1985 when he created the very first hot glass so did the size and number of torches utilized throughout the
program at Centre College in Danville. That small process. All that fire, along with the driving beat of the loud
glassblowing studio provided Powell with the resources to and ever-present music, generates a breath-taking show for
create his signature glass art and allowed him to share his the numerous spectators.
love of glass with his students and the world.

Powell’s process for creating awe-inspiring glass art is a
In the carly days of glass classes at Centre. in addition 1o the  passionate performance that explodes with movement and
furmnace (where the molten glass is stored for pick-up on the color. The hot glass studio team is intensely focused on the
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process
because
timing is
criticul. There

15 little room for

error when he gathers

30 pounds or more of

molten glass on the end of a .
five-foot metal blowpipe and

then, with deft accuracy, applies \
his trademark pattern of colors

to the surface. The atmosphere
Inerally heats up as the final move
approaches. The last siep in the
process is a make-or-break

sifuation. The crescendo builds to a
climax as Powell puts the final
touches on the art and then ends
abruptly as the picce is removed to an
oven to cool. Over the vears, the
carelully choreographed work sessions
have evolved into a fire-driven thrill ride.

Powell’s sheer determination and dynamic
personality make the studio an exciting place.

His natural mlents in an and sports are

perfectly combined for him to realize his vision for
his glass artwork

When | first began assisting him, Powell would stand on a
classroom chair to get high ¢nough to blow the glass into its

Poochy Serpanting Skikes, 37" % 26.5° x15° 2006
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final form. The glass pieces grew in size, necessitating the
construction of a wooden stand, but the work quickh
outgrew that as well. Finally, we welded together a five-an
one-half-foot tall metal platform complete with steps. This
first glass pieces stood knee-high. Ten years later, they are
as tall as his students,

At the end of a glass-blowing session, Powell shakes hands
with all of the team. This simple, magnanimous gesture
acknowledges the contribution of his assistants and
apprentices in the creation of his work. He further
recognizes s team by listing their names on his show carn
and posters. This may seem like a small thing, but in reali
it is rare for an artist, much less an artist of Powell’s calibe
to recognize his or her assistants in this way.

Some may wonder how a one year visiing instructor in
ceramics at a very small liberal ants college i the middle «
Kentucky came to be such a force in the glass
art world” However, this global
recognition comes as no surprise to i
: individuals who were lucky enoug!
._'C'-_ 1o work with Powell over the
vears. Being an apprentice to
him 15 a heady opportunity i
learn what it takes to be a
successful antist. His
students are exposed 1o
situations far beyond a
. classroom and apprentices
are involved in every aspe
of the creative process fro
molien state to gallery
pedestal. The experience
J includes constructing and
iy maintaining studio
equipment, performing
demonstrations, traveling to
galleries and museums for show
openings, attending lectures and
/ conferences, and meeting other well
r known artists. Powell has high
G expectations and challenges himself and
others to push their boundaries. His legendar
work ethic sets the pace: being on his team is n
just @ job, it 1s a deep personal commitment,

During the tme | apprenticed with Powell, it became
my mission to perform to the best of my ability evers
time | walked into the studio, His students came
together to work harder than we had ever worked
before. We went to his classes during the day, and then we
would come back in the evenings and on the weekends to
assisl hum an his personal work. The summer sessions were
particularly intense, with the heat and humidity of the
Bluegrass area adding to the sweat from the heat of the
furnaces. Mixed in with this demanding work was a good
dose of fun. Powell’s unique sense of humor provided som
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Brook Formest Wihite, Jr

great entertainment. His all or
nothing attitude was not for
everyone, but those who
weathered his heetic schedule
received an invaluable, spirit-
sHirTing experience.

Many of his apprentices have gone
on to pursue glass on their own,
and several have started to have
influence in the glass world
themselves. Some have become
assistants 1o other well-known
artists. One is a world-renowned
ancient glass expert and two are
college professors, cach heading
their own glass program. A fow
others have operated their own
private glassblowing studios: onc
now co-owns the largest
glassblowing studio in the
southeastern United States W,
of Powell'’s former approntices
now create and exhibst thesr

art across the country

There may have been others
Poul Hugues working with hot ghass o
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The eavly yeors (from e} Peter Palmgorst, Poul Nefson, Slephen Rolte Powsll, Hrook Forrest- White Shaptuan Role F

Kentucky before him, but no one has had a greater impact there for all to see, but s inspiration and mfluence on
on Kentucky's current glass art phenomenon than Stephen his apprentices may be his greatest. albeit more

Rolfe Powell, Much has been written about his work and its subtle, legacy. '®

impact on the glass world. In fact, almost all of the recent

developments in Kentucky involving glass art can be traced

directly back to him. The reference 1o him as the ¢ sodfather

of Kentucky Glass™ is an apt accolade

Powell's high-powered hot glass act transforms molten silica
into provocative vessels that explode with lush color and

tantalize the eve: his encrgy radiates from each picce. His | '
mesmerizing body of work and international reputation are "‘.‘

{For more informution on Sicphes Rolic Powell, Brook Forrest Whare, &
184 the process of gliss blowisg. sce AAK, Fall 179
Spring MMLY, and Fall N

Spiritoglity in American
Folk Traditions

November 16, 2007-February 24, 200
OWENSBORO MUSEUM OF FINE AR’

901 Frederica Street » Owensboro, KY - 270-685-318

ADAM AND EVE. Kentucky blue sandsione 1909 Tim Lowis, Isomville, KY
Collection of Dwensboro Museum of Fine Art, A Giff of Folk Art Sociafy of Arr
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